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division, the Punjabi Xawabs and big capitalists are now
after our province in order to make good their loss."
Replying to the criticism that Pathanistan could not be
self-sufficient, he gave a reply which was equally charac-
teristic of him : " We shall be satisfied with our thatched
huts and dry bread if our freedom remains intact. We
prefer it to palace slavery. It is wrong to say that Pathan-
istan will be a deficit State. Today we are carrying on
under a top-heavy capitalist administration wherein the
Governor alone costs us lakhs of rupees. Besides there
are other British officials who take away a large portion
of our provincial revenue. If all this wastage is avoided,
and the amount spent on productive schemes, we shall
definitely be able to make our province self-sufficient.
*: Let the Muslim League agree to contest the referendum
OR the issue of Pakistan versus a Free Pathan State, and
if the masses vote for Pakistan in such a contest, 1 shall
be the first person to support Pakistan.'7 He was charged
with playing the game of Afghanistan. It was a palpably
false and ridiculous charge to fling in the face of a man
with whom the freedom of his people was the breath of
his nostrils. Even Gandhiji was forced to break his self-
imposed silence in the face of the calumnious propaganda
against one whom he knew to be the soul of truth and
honour.
" Badshah Khan and his  co-workers   do  not  relish
being asked to choose between Hindustan and Pakistan,
bearing the unjust meaning, Hindus or Muslims......."
he observed in his post-prayer written message on the
30th of July, his weekly day of silence and self-introspec-
tion. " The Khudai Khidmatgars will, therefore, not exer-
cise their votes........The charge that Pathanistan is
a new cry is being flung in Badshah Khan's face. Even
before the Congress Ministry came into being, so far as
I know, Badshah Khan had in his mind Pathan Inde-
pendence in internal affairs. He does not want to create
a new additional State. If he can frame his local consti-
tution, he will gladly make his choice of joining one State